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(3) Taiwan remains a model contributor to
world health, having provided financial and
technical assistance to respond to numerous
global health challenges. Taiwan has in-
vested over $6,000,000,000 in international
medical and humanitarian aid efforts im-
pacting over 80 countries since 1996. In 2014,
Taiwan responded to the Ebola crisis by do-
nating $1,000,000 and providing 100,000 sets of
personal protective equipment. Through the
Global Cooperation and Training Frame-
work, the United States and Taiwan have
jointly conducted training programs for ex-
perts to combat MERS, Dengue Fever, and
Zika. In 2020, after successfully containing
the spread of the novel coronavirus within
its borders while upholding democratic prin-
ciples, Taiwan generously donated millions
of pieces of personal protective equipment
and COVID-19 tests to countries in need.
These diseases know no borders, and Tai-
wan’s needless exclusion from global health
cooperation increases the dangers presented
by global pandemics.

(4) Taiwan’s international engagement has
faced increased resistance from the PRC.
Taiwan was not invited to the 2016 Assembly
of the International Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAO), despite participating as a guest
at the organization’s prior summit in 2013.
Taiwan’s requests to participate in the Gen-
eral Assembly of the International Criminal
Police Organization (INTERPOL) have also
been rejected. In May 2017, PRC delegates
disrupted a meeting of the Kimberley Proc-
ess on conflict diamonds held in Perth, Aus-
tralia, until delegates from Taiwan were
asked to leave. Since 2016, the Democratic
Republic of Sao Tomé and Principe, the Re-
public of Panama, the Dominican Republic,
Burkina Faso, the Republic of El Salvador,
the Solomon Islands, and the Republic of
Kiribati have terminated longstanding diplo-
matic relationships with Taiwan and granted
diplomatic recognition to the PRC.

(5) Congress has established a policy of
support for Taiwan’s participation in inter-
national bodies that address shared
transnational challenges, particularly in the
WHO. Congress passed H.R. 1794 in the 106th
Congress, H.R. 428 in the 107th Congress, and
S. 2092 in the 108th Congress to direct the
Secretary of State to establish a strategy
for, and to report annually to Congress on,
efforts to obtain observer status for Taiwan
at the WHA. Congress also passed H.R. 1151
in the 113th Congress, directing the Sec-
retary to report on a strategy to gain ob-
server status for Taiwan at the ICAO Assem-
bly, and H.R. 1853 in the 114th Congress, di-
recting the Secretary to report on a strategy
to gain observer status for Taiwan at the
INTERPOL Assembly. However, since 2016,
Taiwan has not received an invitation to at-
tend any of these events as an observer.

(b) AUGMENTATION OF REPORT CONCERNING
THE PARTICIPATION OF TAIWAN IN THE WORLD
HEALTH ORGANIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section 1
of the Act entitled, ‘“To address the partici-
pation of Taiwan in the World Health Orga-
nization” (Public Law 108-235; 22 U.S.C. 290
note) is amended by adding at the end the
following new paragraph:

‘“(3) An account of the changes and im-
provements the Secretary of State has made
to the United States plan to endorse and ob-
tain observer status for Taiwan at the World
Health Assembly, following any annual
meetings of the World Health Assembly at
which Taiwan did not obtain observer sta-
tus.”.

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment
made by paragraph (1) shall take effect and
apply beginning with the first report re-
quired under subsection (c) of section 1 of the
Act entitled, ‘“To address the participation
of Taiwan in the World Health Organization”
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(Public Law 108-235; 22 U.S.C. 290 note) that
is submitted after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

————
REQUIRING THE COMPTROLLER
GENERAL OF THE UNITED

STATES TO CONDUCT A STUDY
ON DISPARITIES ASSOCIATED
WITH RACE AND ETHNICITY
WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN
BENEFITS ADMINISTERED BY
THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 1031 and that the Senate proceed to
its immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1031) to require the Comptroller
General of the United States to conduct a
study on disparities associated with race and
ethnicity with respect to certain benefits ad-
ministered by the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time and passed and that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1031) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed as follows:

S. 1031

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OF-
FICE STUDY ON DISPARITIES ASSO-
CIATED WITH RACE AND ETHNICITY
WITH RESPECT TO CERTAIN BENE-
FITS ADMINISTERED BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Comptroller
General of the United States shall conduct a
study—

(1) to assess whether there are disparities
associated with race and ethnicity with re-
spect to—

(A) compensation benefits administered by
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs;

(B) disability ratings determined by the
Secretary, with specific consideration of dis-
ability evaluations based on pain; and

(C) the rejection of fully developed claims
for benefits under laws administered by the
Secretary; and

(2) to develop recommendations to facili-
tate better data collection on the disparities
described in paragraph (1).

(b) INITIAL BRIEFING.—Not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this
Act, the Comptroller General shall brief Con-
gress on the initial results of the study con-
ducted under subsection (a).

(c) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 240 days
after the date on which the briefing required
by subsection (b) is conducted, the Comp-
troller General shall submit to Congress a
final report setting forth the results of the
study conducted under subsection (a), includ-
ing the recommendations developed under
paragraph (2) of such subsection.
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PUPPIES  ASSISTING WOUNDED
SERVICEMEMBERS FOR VET-
ERANS THERAPY ACT

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
H.R. 1448 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 1448) to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram on dog training therapy, and to amend
title 38, United States Code, to authorize the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs to provide
service dogs to veterans with mental ill-
nesses who do not have mobility impair-
ments.

There being no objection, the com-
mittee was discharged, and the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the bill be considered read a
third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time.

Mr. SCHATZ. I know of no further
debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there
is no further debate on the bill, the bill
having been read the third time, the
question is, Shall the bill pass?

The bill (H.R. 1448) was passed.

Mr. SCHATZ. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the motion to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

MEASURES READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 2670 and S. 2671

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I under-
stand that there are two bills at the
desk, and I ask for their first reading
en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the bills by title for the
first time en bloc.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2670) to provide for redistricting
reform, and for other purposes.

A bill (S. 2671) to amend the Federal Elec-
tion Campaign Act of 1971 to provide for ad-
ditional disclosure requirements for corpora-
tions, labor organizations, Super PACs and
other entities, and for other purposes.

Mr. SCHATZ. I now ask for a second
reading, and in order to place the bills
on the calendar under the provisions of
rule XIV, I object to my own request.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will be
read for the second time on the next
legislative day.

———
ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the filing
deadline for second-degree amendments
be at 11:45 a.m. on Saturday, August 7.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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ORDERS FOR SATURDAY, AUGUST
7, 2021

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that when the Sen-
ate completes its business today, it ad-
journ until 11 a.m., Saturday, August 7;
that following the prayer and pledge,
the morning hour be deemed expired,
the Journal of proceedings be approved
to date, the time for the two leaders be
reserved for their use later in the day,
and morning business be closed; that
upon conclusion of morning business,
the Senate resume consideration of
H.R. 3684.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL SATURDAY,
AUGUST 7, 2021, AT 11 A.M.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, if there

is no further business to come before

the Senate, I ask unanimous consent
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that it stand adjourned under the pre-
vious order.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:18 a.m., adjourned until Saturday,
August 7, 2021, at 11 a.m.

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

THE JUDICIARY

JOHN P. HOWARD III, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN
YEARS, VICE PHYLLIS D. THOMPSON, TERM EXPIRING.

MARY KATHERINE DIMKE, OF WASHINGTON, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN
DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON, VICE ROSANNA MALOUF
PETERSON, RETIRING.

BETH ROBINSON, OF VERMONT, TO BE UNITED STATES
CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE SECOND CIRCUIT, VICE PETER
W. HALL, RETIRED.

CHARLOTTE N. SWEENEY, OF COLORADO, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLO-
RADO, VICE RICHARD BROOKE JACKSON, RETIRING.
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CONFIRMATIONS

Executive nominations confirmed by
the Senate August 5, 2021:

INTERNATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION
AND DEVELOPMENT

JOSE W. FERNANDEZ, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES ALTERNATE GOVERNOR OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOP-
MENT FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS; UNITED STATES AL-
TERNATE GOVERNOR OF THE INTER-AMERICAN DEVEL-
OPMENT BANK FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS.

EUROPEAN BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND
DEVELOPMENT

JOSE W. FERNANDEZ, OF NEW YORK, TO BE UNITED
STATES ALTERNATE GOVERNOR OF THE EUROPEAN
BANK FOR RECONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

JOSE W. FERNANDEZ, OF NEW YORK, TO BE AN UNDER
SECRETARY OF STATE (ECONOMIC GROWTH, ENERGY,
AND THE ENVIRONMENT).

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY

ROBERT PETER SILVERS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA, TO BE UNDER SECRETARY FOR STRATEGY, POLICY,
AND PLANS, DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

KATHLEEN S. MILLER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A DEPUTY
UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE.
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